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Kingsley Amis was a mimic, jester, father, husband, atheist, pseudo-socialist and clubland Tory boozer with
a limitless taste for adultery; Philip Larkin a glum misanthrope who lived in self-imposed solitude. And yet,
after meeting at St John's, Oxford in 1941, this unlikely pair struck up a friendship to endure for more than
forty years, despite a period of acrimony in the 1960s. From their early days of undergraduate ambitions and
enthusiasms through to the bitterness of middle age, Richard Bradford charts the progress of a remarkable
friendship, and shows how crucial it was to the making of these two literary giants. Without Larkin's
inspiration and input, Amis would never have written his award-winning debut, Lucky Jim; if not for Amis's
overnight success, Larkin would never have abandoned his hopes of becoming a novelist and turned instead
to verse. Larkin's ensuing resentment would simmer beneath the surface of their relationship for years to
come. Drawing on an enormous archive of letters, manuscripts and interviews, The Odd Couple not only
offers a rare glimpse into the private correspondence of two controversial and eccentric men, it also
illuminates some of the finest novels and poems of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Odd Couple: The
Curious Friendship between Kingsley Amis and Philip Larkin book as beginning and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Samantha Peay:

The feeling that you get from The Odd Couple: The Curious Friendship between Kingsley Amis and Philip
Larkin could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Odd Couple: The
Curious Friendship between Kingsley Amis and Philip Larkin giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this specific The Odd Couple: The Curious Friendship between Kingsley Amis and Philip
Larkin instantly.

Michael Lockwood:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Odd Couple: The Curious Friendship between Kingsley Amis and Philip Larkin
this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

William Leone:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we



know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Odd Couple: The Curious Friendship between Kingsley Amis and Philip
Larkin can make you feel more interested to read.
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