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Bodily Matters explores the anti-vaccination movement that emerged in England in the late nineteenth
century and early twentieth in response to government-mandated smallpox vaccination. By requiring a
painful and sometimes dangerous medical procedure for all infants, the Compulsory Vaccination Act set an
important precedent for state regulation of bodies. From its inception in 1853 until its demise in 1907, the
compulsory smallpox vaccine was fiercely resisted, largely by members of the working class who interpreted
it as an infringement of their rights as citizens and a violation of their children’s bodies. Nadja Durbach
contends that the anti-vaccination movement is historically significant not only because it was arguably the
largest medical resistance campaign ever mounted in Europe but also because it clearly articulated pervasive
anxieties regarding the integrity of the body and the role of the modern state.

Analyzing historical documents on both sides of the vaccination debate, Durbach focuses on the key events
and rhetorical strategies of the resistance campaign. She shows that those for and against the vaccine had
very different ideas about how human bodies worked and how best to safeguard them from disease.
Individuals opposed to mandatory vaccination saw their own and their children’s bodies not as potentially
contagious and thus dangerous to society but rather as highly vulnerable to contamination and violation.
Bodily Matters challenges the notion that resistance to vaccination can best be understood, and thus easily
dismissed, as the ravings of an unscientific “lunatic fringe.” It locates the anti-vaccination movement at the
very center of broad public debates in Victorian England over medical developments, the politics of class,
the extent of government intervention into the private lives of its citizens, and the values of a liberal society.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Yeates:

The ability that you get from Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907
(Radical Perspectives) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Bodily Matters: The
Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical Perspectives) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination
Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical Perspectives) instantly.

John Tillery:

The publication with title Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical
Perspectives) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Mark Bottoms:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination
Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical Perspectives), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Helen Scott:

The book untitled Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853-1907 (Radical
Perspectives) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice read.
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