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A Country of Strangers is a magnificent exploration of the psychological landscape where blacks and
whites meet. To tell the story in human rather than abstract terms, the Pulitzer Prize-winning writer David K.
Shipler bypasses both extremists and celebrities and takes us among ordinary Americans as they encounter
one another across racial lines.

We learn how blacks and whites see each other, how they interpret each other's behavior, and how certain
damaging images and assumptions seep into the actions of even the most unbiased. We penetrate into
dimensions of stereotyping and discrimination that are usually invisible, and discover the unseen prejudices
and privileges of white Americans, and what black Americans make of them.

We explore the competing impulses of integration and separation: the reference points by which the races
navigate as they venture out and then withdraw; the biculturalism that many blacks perfect as they move
back and forth between the white and black worlds, and the homesickness some blacks feel for the comfort
of all-black separateness. There are portrayals of interracial families and their multiracial children--expert
guides through the clashes created by racial blending in America. We see how whites and blacks each carry
the burden of our history.

Black-white stereotypes are dissected: the physical bodies that we see, the mental qualities we imagine, the
moral character we attribute to others and to ourselves, the violence we fear, the power we seek or are loath
to relinquish.

The book makes clear that we have the ability to shape our racial landscape--to reconstruct, even if not
perfectly, the texture of our relationships. There is an assessment of the complexity confronting blacks and
whites alike as they struggle to recognize and define the racial motivations that may or may not be present in
a thought, a word, a deed. The book does not prescribe, but it documents the silences that prevail, the
listening that doesn't happen, the conversations that don't take place. It looks at relations between minorities,
including blacks and Jews, and blacks and Koreans. It explores the human dimensions of affirmative action,
the intricate contacts and misunderstandings across racial lines among coworkers and neighbors. It is
unstinting in its criticism of our society's failure to come to grips with bigotry; but it is also, happily,
crowded with black people and white people who struggle in their daily lives to do just that.

A remarkable book that will stimulate each of us to reexamine and better understand our own deepest
attitudes in regard to race in America.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Holdren:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This A Country of Strangers: Blacks and Whites in
America is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Ruth Michel:

Precisely why? Because this A Country of Strangers: Blacks and Whites in America is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Odis Hillyard:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Country of Strangers: Blacks
and Whites in America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Linda Guyette:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Country of Strangers: Blacks
and Whites in America can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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