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Wartime Basketball tells the story of basketball’s survival and development during World War II and how
those years profoundly affected the game’s growth after the war. Prior to World War II,
basketball—professional and collegiate—was largely a regional game, with different styles played
throughout the country. Among its many impacts on home-front life, the war forced pro and amateur leagues
to contract and combine rosters to stay competitive. At the same time, the U.S. military created base teams
made up of top players who found themselves in uniform. The war created the opportunity for players from
different parts of the country to play with and against each other. As a result, a more consistent form of
basketball began to take shape.
       
The rising popularity of the professional game led to the formation of the World Professional Basketball
Tournament (WPBT) in 1939. The original March Madness, the WPBT was played in Chicago for ten years
and allowed professional, amateur, barnstorming, and independent teams to compete in a round-robin
tournament. The WPBT included all-black and integrated teams in the first instance where all-black teams
could compete for a “world series of basketball” against white teams. Wartime Basketball describes how the
WPBT paved the way for the National Basketball League to integrate in December 1942, five years before
Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in baseball.
       
Weaving stories from the court into wartime and home-front culture like a finely threaded bounce pass,
Wartime Basketball sheds light on important developments in the sport’s history that have been largely
overlooked.       
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Wartime
Basketball: The Emergence of a National Sport during World War II is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Stephen Thrush:

Often the book Wartime Basketball: The Emergence of a National Sport during World War II has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Robert Nichols:

Wartime Basketball: The Emergence of a National Sport during World War II can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Wartime
Basketball: The Emergence of a National Sport during World War II although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Maria Blanco:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Wartime Basketball: The Emergence of a National Sport during World
War II why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.
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