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In the 1980s, Willis McGlascoe Carter's handwritten memoir turned up unexpectedly in the hands of a
midwestern antiques dealer. Its twenty-two pages told a fascinating story of a man born into slavery in
Virginia who, at the onset of freedom, gained an education, became a teacher, started a family, and edited a
newspaper. Even his life as a slave seemed exceptional: he described how his owners treated him and his
family with respect, and he learned to read and write. Tucked into its back pages, the memoir included a
handwritten tribute to Carter, written by his fellow teachers upon his death. Robert Heinrich and Deborah
Harding's From Slave to Statesman tells the extraordinary story of Willis M. Carter's life. Using Carter's
brief memoir--one of the few extant narratives penned by a former slave--as a starting point, Heinrich and
Harding fill in the abundant gaps in his life, providing unique insight into many of the most important events
and transformations in this period of southern history.

Carter was born a slave in 1852. Upon gaining freedom after the Civil War, Carter, like many former slaves,
traveled in search of employment and education. He journeyed as far as Rhode Island and then moved to
Washington, DC, where he attended night school before entering and graduating from Wayland Seminary.
He continued on to Staunton, Virginia, where he became a teacher and principal in the city's African
American schools, the editor of the Staunton Tribune, a leader in community and state civil rights
organizations, and an activist in the Republican Party. Carter served as an alternate delegate to the 1896
Republican National Convention, and later he helped lead the battle against Virginia's new state constitution,
which white supremacists sought to use as a means to disenfranchise blacks. As part of that campaign, Carter
traveled to Richmond to address delegates at the constitutional convention, serving as chairman of a
committee that advocated voting rights and equal public education for African Americans. Although Carter
did not live to see Virginia adopt its new Jim Crow constitution, he died knowing that he had done all in his
power to stop it. From Slave to Statesman fittingly resurrects Carter's all-but-forgotten story, adding
immeasurably to our understanding of the journey that he and men like him took out of slavery into a world
of incredible promise and powerful disappointment.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using theme for
entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator,
Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Thomas Welty:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping From Slave to
Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick From Slave to Statesman: The Life of
Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) become your current starter.

James Kyles:

This From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of
Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) is great publication for you because the content
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of
Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt in which?



Joseph Gabriel:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The From Slave to
Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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