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The cathedral of Saint-Pierre in Beauvais, France, is most famous as a failure--its choir vaults came crashing
down in 1284--and only secondarily for its soaring beauty. This lavishly illustrated and elegantly written
book represents the first serious look at the stunning collection of Gothic stained glass windows that has
always dominated the experience of those who enter Beauvais Cathedral.

Chapter by chapter, Michael Cothren traces the glazing through four successive campaigns that bridged the
century between the 1240s and the 1340s. The reader is transported back in history, gaining fascinating
insight into what the glazing of Beauvais actually would have looked like as well as what it would have
communicated to those who frequented the cathedral. Contrary to the widespread assumption that these
windows are heavily restored, Cothren shows that they are in fact surprisingly well preserved, especially in
light of the cathedral's infamous history of architectural disaster.

More importantly, Cothren goes far to dismantle a long-held misconception about medieval painted
windows, and indeed monumental medieval pictorial art in general: the notion that it was conceived and
produced as a substitute text for ignorant, illiterate folks, providing for them a "Bible of the Poor." Indeed,
Cothren shows us that stained glass windows, rich with shaded meanings, functioned more like sermon than
scripture. As an ensemble, they created a radiant interpretive backdrop that explicated and situated the
performance of the Mass in this giant liturgical theater.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Picturing the Celestial City: The
Medieval Stained Glass of Beauvais Cathedral. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Patti Metivier:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Picturing the Celestial City: The Medieval
Stained Glass of Beauvais Cathedral to read.

Albert Matthews:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Picturing the Celestial City: The
Medieval Stained Glass of Beauvais Cathedral is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Martin Hobson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This Picturing the Celestial City: The Medieval Stained Glass of
Beauvais Cathedral can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Picturing the Celestial City: The Medieval Stained Glass of Beauvais Cathedral.
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