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In the early 1990s, the northern cod populations off the coast of Newfoundland had become so depleted that
the federal government placed a moratorium on commercial fishing. The impact was devastating, both for
Newfoundland's economy and for local fishing communities. Today, although this natural resource –
exploited commercially for over 500 years – appears to be returning in diminished numbers, many fisheries
scientists and fishers question whether the cod will ever return to its former abundance.

In A Fishery for Modern Times, Miriam Wright argues that the recent troubles in the fishery can be more
fully understood by examining the rise of the industrial fishery in the mid-twentieth century. The
introduction of new harvesting technologies and the emergence of 'quick freezing', in the late 1930s,
eventually supplanted household production by Newfoundland's fishing families. While the new
technologies increased the amount of fish caught in the northwest Atlantic, Wright argues that the state
played a critical role in fostering and financing the industrial frozen fish sector. Many bureaucrats and
politicians, including Newfoundland's premier, Joseph Smallwood, believed that making the Newfoundland
fishery 'modern', with centralization, technology, and expertise, would transform rural society, solving deep-
seated economic and social problems.

A Fishery for Modern Times examines the ways in which the state, ideologies of development, and political,
economic, and social factors, along with political actors and fishing company owners, contributed to the
expansion of the industrial fishery from the 1930s through the 1960s. While the promised prosperity never
fully materialized, the continuing reliance on approaches favouring high-tech, big capital solutions put
increasing pressure on cod populations in the years that followed. As Wright concludes, 'We can no longer
afford to view the fisheries resources as "property" of the state and industry, to do with it as they choose.
That path had led only to devastation of the resource, economic instability, and great social upheaval.'
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From reader reviews:

Steven Anderson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called A Fishery for
Modern Times: Industrialization of the Newfoundland Fishery, 1934-1968 (Canadian Social History Series)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Tony Paulson:

The actual book A Fishery for Modern Times: Industrialization of the Newfoundland Fishery, 1934-1968
(Canadian Social History Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book A Fishery for Modern Times: Industrialization of the Newfoundland Fishery, 1934-1968
(Canadian Social History Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Patricia Stokes:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this A Fishery for Modern Times: Industrialization of the Newfoundland Fishery, 1934-1968
(Canadian Social History Series).

George Privette:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This A Fishery for Modern Times:
Industrialization of the Newfoundland Fishery, 1934-1968 (Canadian Social History Series) is simple to
develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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