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Within the context of current interest in service learning and community-based rhetorical activism, Wendy

B. Sharer explores the rhetorical and pedagogical practices through which two prominent post-suffrage

organizations—the League of Women Voters and the Women’s International League for Peace and

Freedom—challenged the conventions of male-dominated political discourse and trained women as powerful

rhetors.

 

Vote and Voice: Women’s Organizations and Political Literacy, 1915–1930 is the first book-length study to

address the writing and speaking practices of members of women’s political organizations in the decade after

the suffrage movement. During those years, women still did not have power within deliberative and

administrative organs of politics, despite their recent enfranchisement. Because they were largely absent

from diplomatic circles and political parties, post-suffrage women’s organizations developed widespread,

cumulative rhetorical practices of public discourse to push for reform within traditional politics.

 

Situating the project within feminist rhetorical history, Sharer traces the origins of the League of Women

Voters and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom in relation to the extensive networks

that nineteenth-century women formed around political issues such as slavery, suffrage, temperance, and

labor legislation. She then presents a detailed analysis of the rhetorical and pedagogical methods the

organizations developed to empower their members as political reformers and to contest the rhetorical

conventions of patriarchal political structures.

 

These methods included strategically positioning their arguments within diplomatic bureaucracies, planning

study curricula and discussion clubs within women’s organizations and educational associations, and

producing instructional texts. The volume also explores the motives and means by which reformers

challenged the highly structured, male-dominated, two-party system through their advocacy of non-

partisanship, their popular satires of partisan loyalty, and their critiques of partisan journalism.

            

Extending contemporary understandings of women’s political literacy in the post-suffrage era, Vote and

Voice is historically significant as well as pedagogically beneficial for instructors who connect rhetorical

education with public participation by integrating writing and speaking skills into a curriculum that aims to

prepare educated students and active citizens. The volume is enhanced by seven illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

The reserve with title Vote and Voice: Women's Organizations and Political Literacy, 1915-1930 (Studies in
Rhetorics and Feminisms) includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Helen Sullivan:

Often the book Vote and Voice: Women's Organizations and Political Literacy, 1915-1930 (Studies in
Rhetorics and Feminisms) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking
over this book.

Mary Haskell:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Vote and Voice: Women's Organizations and Political Literacy, 1915-1930
(Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Vote and Voice: Women's Organizations and
Political Literacy, 1915-1930 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms). You can more attractive than now.

Henrietta Belcher:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Vote and Voice: Women's Organizations and Political Literacy, 1915-1930 (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms) when you necessary it?
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