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A revealing biography of the influential and controversial cultural titan who embodied an era

The Tastemaker explores the many lives of Carl Van Vechten, the most influential cultural impresario of the
early twentieth century: a patron and dealmaker of the Harlem Renaissance, a photographer who captured the
era's icons, and a novelist who created some of the Jazz Age's most salacious stories. A close confidant of
Langston Hughes, Gertrude Stein, George Gershwin, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and the Knopfs, Van Vechten
frolicked in the 1920s Manhattan demimonde, finding himself in Harlem's jazz clubs, Hell's Kitchen's
speakeasies, and Greenwich Village's underground gay scene. New York City was a hotbed of vice as well as
creativity, and Van Vechten was at the center of it all.Edward White's biography—the first comprehensive
biography of Carl Van Vechten in nearly half a century, and the first to fully explore Van Vechten's tangled
relationship to race and sexuality—depicts a controversial figure who defined an age. Embodying many of
the contradictions of modern America, Van Vechten was a devoted husband with a coterie of boys by his
side, a supporter of difficult art who also loved lowbrow entertainment, and a promoter of the Harlem
Renaissance whose bestselling novel—and especially its title—infuriated many of the same African-
American artists he championed. Van Vechten's defense of what many Americans considered bad
taste—modernist literature, African-American culture, and sexual self-expression—created a popular
appetite for these quintessential elements of American art. The Tastemaker encompasses its subject's private
fears and longings, as well as Manhattan's raucous, taboo-busting social scene of which he was such a central
part. It is a remarkable portrait of a man whose brave journeys across boundaries of race, sexuality, and taste
helped make America fully modern.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Sierra:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern
America will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

Glenn Hancock:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Tastemaker: Carl Van
Vechten and the Birth of Modern America is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Keith Reese:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern America.

Theodore Rivas:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern America it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.
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