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From the 1930s to the 1950s, in response to the rising epidemic of paralytic poliomyelitis (polio), Texas
researchers led a wave of discoveries in virology, rehabilitative therapies, and the modern intensive care unit
that transformed the field nationally. 

The disease threatened the lives of children and adults in the United States, especially in the South, arousing
the same kind of fear more recently associated with AIDS and other dread diseases. Houston and Harris
County, Texas, had the second-highest rate of infection in the nation, and the rest of the Texas Gulf Coast
was particularly hard-hit by this debilitating illness. At the time, little was known, but eventually the medical
responses to polio changed the medical landscape forever. 

Polio also had a sweeping cultural and societal effect. It engendered fearful responses from parents trying to
keep children safe from its ravages and an all-out public information blitz aimed at helping a frightened
population protect itself. The disease exacted a very real toll on the families, friends, healthcare resources,
and social fabric of those who contracted the disease and endured its acute, convalescent, and rehabilitation
phases.

In The Polio Years in Texas, Heather Green Wooten draws on extensive archival research as well as
interviews conducted over a five-year period with Texas polio survivors and their families. This is a detailed
and intensely human account of not only the epidemics that swept Texas during the polio years, but also of
the continuing aftermath of the disease for those who are still living with its effects.

Public health and medical professionals, historians, and interested general readers will derive deep and
lasting benefits from reading The Polio Years in Texas. 
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Polio Years in
Texas: Battling a Terrifying Unknown is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Shirley Glover:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Polio Years in Texas: Battling a Terrifying Unknown book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of The Polio Years in Texas: Battling a Terrifying Unknown content conveys objective easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Polio Years in Texas: Battling a Terrifying Unknown is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gloria Eller:

Why? Because this The Polio Years in Texas: Battling a Terrifying Unknown is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Charles Felton:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Polio Years in Texas: Battling a
Terrifying Unknown that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick The Polio Years in Texas: Battling a Terrifying Unknown become your starter.
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