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“[Niebuhr] is one of my favorite philosophers. I take away [from his works] the compelling idea that there’s
serious evil in the world, and hardship and pain. And we should be humble and modest in our belief we can
eliminate those things. But we shouldn’t use that as an excuse for cynicism and inaction. I take away . . . the
sense we have to make these efforts knowing they are hard.”—President Barack Obama

 

Forged during the tumultuous but triumphant postwar years when America came of age as a world power,
The Irony of American History is more relevant now than ever before. Cited by politicians as diverse as
Hillary Clinton and John McCain, Niebuhr’s masterpiece on the incongruity between personal ideals and
political reality is both an indictment of American moral complacency and a warning against the arrogance
of virtue. Impassioned, eloquent, and deeply perceptive, Niebuhr’s wisdom will cause readers to rethink their
assumptions about right and wrong, war and peace.

 “The supreme American theologian of the twentieth century.”—Arthur Schlesinger Jr., New York Times

“Niebuhr is important for the left today precisely because he warned about America’s tendency—including
the left’s tendency—to do bad things in the name of idealism. His thought offers a much better
understanding of where the Bush administration went wrong in Iraq.”—Kevin Mattson, The Good Society

 

“Irony provides the master key to understanding the myths and delusions that underpin American statecraft. .
. . The most important book ever written on US foreign policy.”—Andrew J. Bacevich, from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Irony of American History. You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The Irony of American
History. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go
to the library. Let's read.

Mary Bingham:

The book with title The Irony of American History includes a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how
the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Nancy Chinn:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Irony of American History
that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you are able to pick The Irony of American History become your own starter.

Tia Rosario:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Irony of American History can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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