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At first glance, it may be difficult to accept that race and racism play a major role, whether conscious or
subconscious, in policymaking. But leaders are products of their upbringing and era, and even some of
America's best-educated presidents and secretaries of state have been slave owners, segregationists, or
bigots. Some belong to America's distant past, but it was not so long ago that the civil rights movement
began to correct America's troubled race relations.

While race has rarely served as the primary motivating factor in America's foreign policies, Michael Krenn
shows that it has functioned as both a powerful justification for U.S. actions abroad and a significant
influence on their shape, direction, and intensity. Portraying nonwhite races as inferior allowed U.S.
policymakers to rationalize territorial expansion at the expense of Native Americans and Mexico, to
demonize the enemy in wars fought against Filipino insurgents and Japanese soldiers, and to justify
intervention in developing nations. Racism made America's leaders soft on European colonialism, and U.S.
racial segregation laws were an obstacle to winning hearts and minds in the developing world during the
Cold War. Race plays a more subtle role in U.S. foreign relations today, but speeches about turning the war
on terror into a crusade, the abuse of detainees in military prisons, and apathy toward genocide in Darfur can
be explained, in part, by prejudice.

The Color of Empire challenges readers to recognize that American perceptions and prejudices about race
have influenced the conduct of U.S. foreign relations from the colonial era to the present. This concise
survey is an excellent introduction to the topic for both students and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Lavelle Hildreth:

The book The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of American
Foreign Relations) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave a good thing like a book The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the
History of American Foreign Relations)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of American Foreign
Relations) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Anne Braden:

This book untitled The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of
American Foreign Relations) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this book from your list.

Donald Murray:

This The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the History of American Foreign
Relations) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great
manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations
(Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Irving Dorn:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication The Color of Empire: Race and American Foreign Relations (Issues in the
History of American Foreign Relations) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your



knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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