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This book is about a barber, Shihab al-Din Ahmad Ibn Budayr, who shaved and coiffed, and probably
circumcised and healed, in Damascus in the 18th century. The barber may have been a "nobody," but he
wrote a history book, a record of the events that took place in his city during his lifetime. Dana Sajdi
investigates the significance of this book, and in examining the life and work of Ibn Budayr, uncovers the
emergence of a larger trend of history writing by unusual authors—people outside the learned
establishment—and a new phenomenon: nouveau literacy.

The Barber of Damascus offers the first full-length microhistory of an individual commoner in Ottoman and
Islamic history. Contributing to Ottoman popular history, Arabic historiography, and the little-studied
cultural history of the 18th century Levant, the volume also examines the reception of the barber's book a
century later to explore connections between the 18th and the late 19th centuries and illuminates new paths
leading to the Nahda, the Arab Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

This The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This particular The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the
Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the
Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Barber of Damascus:
Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Cindy Martin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Barber of Damascus:
Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant that give your fun preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick
The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant become your own
starter.

Henry Hedrick:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list will be The Barber of Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the
Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Ann Ginsberg:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your



personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Barber of
Damascus: Nouveau Literacy in the Eighteenth-Century Ottoman Levant.
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