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For over two centuries, America has celebrated the same African-American culture it attempts to control and
repress, and nowhere is this phenomenon more apparent than in the strange practice of blackface
performance. Born of extreme racial and class conflicts, the blackface minstrel show appropriated black
dialect, music, and dance; at once applauded and lampooned black culture; and, ironically, contributed to a
"blackening of America."

Drawing on recent research in cultural studies and social history, Eric Lott examines the role of the blackface
minstrel show in the political struggles of the years leading up to the Civil War. Reading minstrel music,
lyrics, jokes, burlesque skits, and illustrations in tandem with working-class racial ideologies and the
sex/gender system, Love and Theft argues that blackface minstrelsy both embodied and disrupted the racial
tendencies of its largely white, male, working-class audiences. Underwritten by envy as well as repulsion,
sympathetic identification as well as fear--a dialectic of "love and theft"--the minstrel show continually
transgressed the color line even as it enabled the formation of a self-consciously white working class. Lott
exposes minstrelsy as a signifier for multiple breaches: the rift between high and low cultures, the
commodification of the dispossessed by the empowered, the attraction mixed with guilt of whites caught in
the act of cultural thievery.

This new edition celebrates the twentieth anniversary of this landmark volume. It features a new foreword by
renowned critic Greil Marcus that discusses the book's influence on American cultural studies as well as its
relationship to Bob Dylan's 2001 album of the same name, "Love & Theft." In addition, Lott has written a
new afterword that extends the study's range to the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Rodriguez:

In other case, little persons like to read book Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working
Class (Race and American Culture). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important a new book Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American
Working Class (Race and American Culture). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Dwight McBride:

This Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy
and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture) without we realize teach the one who reading
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and
the American Working Class (Race and American Culture) can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture)
having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Victor Elias:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American
Working Class (Race and American Culture) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

James Coles:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can



add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Love & Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class (Race and American Culture)
when you essential it?
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