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The Space Race was an exhilirating moment in history, alternately frighten-ing, thrilling, awe-inspiring, and
ultimately, sublime. Its most enigmatic element was the competition. The Soviets seemed less
technologically sophisticated (at least from the American perspective) but in fact won many of the races: first
satellite to orbit the earth; first man in space; first unmanned landings on Mars, Venus, and the Moon; first
woman in space; most powerful rockets; and, until its recent fiery death, the most long-lived space station to
name but a few. The inherent contradictions of the age--the mixture of technologies high and low, of
nostalgia and progress, of pathos and promise--are revealed in Kosmos, Adam Bartos's astonishing
photographic survey of the Soviet space program. Bartos' fascination with this subject led him to seek out
places like the bedroom where Yuri Gagarian slept the night before his history-making flight into space,
located in the Baiknour Cosmodrome, the one-time top-secret space complex in the Kazakh desert. Bartos
also takes us inside the cockpit of the Merkur space capsule, used to ferry crew members and supplies to the
super-secret Almaz orbital space stations, and behind the changing screens cosmonauts used before being
fitted for their space suits at Zvezda, the chief manufacturer of Soviet life-support systems. In total, Kosmos
presents over 100 of Bartos's photographs, rich with the incongruities of the history, science, culture, and
politics of the Space Age. Professor Svetlana Boym's insightful introduction to the technological and cultural
aspects of Soviet space exploration provides a fitting context for the photographs. For anyone interested in
the space age, Kosmos is an essential and fascinating portrait.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Head:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age. Try to the actual book
Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ellis Cook:

The book Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Charles Melendez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Darryl Payton:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Kosmos: A Portrait of the Russian Space Age this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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