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Constituents often fail to hold their representatives accountable for federal spending decisions—even though
those very choices have a pervasive influence on American life. Why does this happen? Breaking new
ground in the study of representation, The Impression of Influence demonstrates how legislators skillfully
inform constituents with strategic communication and how this facilitates or undermines accountability.
Using a massive collection of Congressional texts and innovative experiments and methods, the book shows
how legislators create an impression of influence through credit claiming messages.

Anticipating constituents' reactions, legidators claim credit for programs that elicit a positive response,
making constituents believe their legidator is effectively representing their district. This spurs legidatorsto
create and defend projects popular with their constituents. Y et legislators claim credit for much more—they
announce projects long before they begin, deceptively imply they deserve credit for expenditures they had
little role in securing, and boast about minuscule projects. Unfortunately, legisiators get away with seeking
credit broadly because constituents eval uate the actions that are reported, rather than the size of the
expenditures.

The Impression of Influence raises critical questions about how citizens hold their political representatives
accountable and when deception is allowable in a democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Alexander Taylor:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The
Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountability suitable
to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountabilityis one

of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will
give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on
this book.

Della Francis:

The reserve with title The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and
Democratic Accountability contains alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Latricia Wynkoop:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
anew book. It isrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication, Representation, and
Democratic Accountability it is extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The priceis not
too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jesus Rhode;

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could haveit in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Impression of Influence: Legislator
Communication, Representation, and Democratic Accountability can give you alot of close friends because
by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information



that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The Impression of Influence: Legislator Communication,
Representation, and Democratic Accountability.
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