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The vivid, dramatic images of distant stars and galaxies taken by the Hubble Space Telescope have come to
define how we visualize the cosmos. In their immediacy and vibrancy, photographs from the Hubble show
what future generations of space travelers might see should they venture beyond our solar system. But their
brilliant hues and precise details are not simply products of the telescope’s unprecedented orbital location
and technologically advanced optical system. Rather, they result from a series of deliberate decisions made
by the astronomers who convert raw data from the Hubble into spectacular pictures by assigning colors,
adjusting contrast, and actively composing the images, balancing the desire for an aesthetically pleasing
representation with the need for a scientifically valid one.

In Picturing the Cosmos, Elizabeth A. Kessler examines the Hubble’s deep space images, highlighting the
remarkable resemblance they bear to nineteenth-century paintings and photographs of the American West
and their invocation of the visual language of the sublime. Drawing on art history and the history of science,
as well as interviews with astronomers who work on the Hubble Heritage Project, Kessler traces the ways
that the sublime, with its inherent tension between reason and imagination, not only forms the appearance of
the images, but also operates on other levels. The sublime informs the dual expression—numeric and
pictorial—of digital data and underpins the relevance of the frontier for a new era of exploration performed
by our instruments rather than our bodies. Through their engagement with the sublime the Hubble images are
a complex act of translation that encourages an experience of the universe as simultaneously beyond
humanity’s grasp and within the reach of our knowledge.

Strikingly illustrated with full-color images, this book reveals the scientific, aesthetic, and cultural
significance of the Hubble pictures, offering a nuanced understanding of how they shape our ideas—and
dreams—about the cosmos and our places within it.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space
Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lewis Manns:

Here thing why this specific Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical
Sublime are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space
Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space
Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope
Images and the Astronomical Sublime in e-book can be your alternate.

Steven Purdy:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified
for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Picturing the Cosmos:
Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime giving you a different experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Dona Cole:

This Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime is new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated
with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in



reading this Picturing the Cosmos: Hubble Space Telescope Images and the Astronomical Sublime can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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