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During the Civil War, private printers in both the North and South produced a vast array of envelopes
featuring iconography designed to promote each side’s war effort. Many of these “covers” featured
depictions of soldiers, prominent political leaders, Union or Confederate flags, Miss Liberty, Martha
Washington, or even runaway slaves---at least fifteen thousand pro-Union and two hundred fifty pro-
Confederate designs appeared between 1861 and 1865. In Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War, the first
book-length analysis of these covers, Steven R. Boyd explores their imagery to understand what motivated
soldiers and civilians to support a war far more protracted and destructive than anyone anticipated in 1861.
Northern envelopes, Boyd shows, typically document the centrality of the preservation of the Union as the
key issue that, if unsuccessful, would lead to the destruction of United States, its Constitution, and its way of
life. Confederate covers, by contrast, usually illustrate a competing vision of an independent republic free of
the “tyranny” of the United States. Each side’s flags and presidents symbolize these two rival viewpoints.
Images of presidents Davis and Lincoln, often portrayed as contestants in a boxing match, personalized the
contest and served to rally citizens to the cause of southern independence or national preservation. In the
course of portraying the events of the period, printers also illustrated the impact of the war on women and
African Americans. Some envelopes, for example, featured women on the home front engaging in a variety
of patriotic tasks that would have been almost unthinkable before the war. African Americans, on the other
hand, became far more visible in American popular culture, especially in the North, where Union printers
portrayed them pursuing their own liberation from southern slavery. With more than 180 full-color
illustrations of the covers themselves, Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War is a nuanced and fascinating
examination of Civil War iconography that moves a previously overlooked source from the periphery of
scholarly awareness into the ongoing analysis of America’s greatest tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

William Stewart:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War:
The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Victor Green:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War:
The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Walter Rojas:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil War: The
Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil
War). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Kimberly Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil
War: The Iconography of Union and Confederate Covers (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War).
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