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"[An] excellent introduction to the Old Testament historical books. . . . Hamilton makes incisive exegetical
and interpretive comments at important junctures. The greatest value to his approach, however, is the
synthesis of the whole, which helps the reader appreciate the strategy and literary skill of the composition as
literature. . . . The book is an important addition to the literature on the Old Testament historical books.
Hamilton has clearly done his homework and has packaged his findings in good prose and a coherent,
readable style."--Eugene H. Merrill, Bibliotheca Sacra

"Issues of 'history' swirl notoriously around Old Testament studies, highly subjective judgments made in the
sober name of critical objectivity. In the midst of the acrimonious swirl, Hamilton cautiously, carefully, and
judiciously works his way through the so-called history books of the Old Testament. Hamilton knows all
about current scholarly issues but is more interested in the text itself, the way it works, and the way the past
is rendered imaginatively. As a consequence, students will find here a clear guide in considering the detail
and claim of the text itself, at least for now not needing to engage the scholarly debates that focus outside the
text and outside its claims."--Walter Brueggemann, Columbia Theological Seminary

"Handbook on the Historical Books manages to steer between the oversimplified approaches found in many
evangelical texts and the complex and speculative theories found in many critical studies of Hebrew
historiography. The book gives proper attention to interpretive and critical issues, but this does not obfuscate
Hamilton's thorough exposition of the ideology, theology, and content of these ancient Israelite histories.
This volume is destined to become a standard evangelical introductory text."--Kenton L. Sparks, Eastern
University

"This highly readable handbook combines clear exposition with an informed synthesis of scholarship--truly
the work of a master teacher! Hamilton presents narrative summaries of the Historical Books that seamlessly
integrate historical, compositional, and literary analysis. Students at all levels will find it to be an excellent
guide to the biblical text and to the issues that lie at the heart of scholarly discussion."--L. Daniel Hawk,
Ashland Theological Seminary
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Handbook on the Historical Books:
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther book because book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Eden Cohn:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Handbook on the Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-
Nehemiah, Esther, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Bernice Cofield:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Handbook on the Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth,
Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Handbook on the Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-
Nehemiah, Esther has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading in which.

Dianne Haire:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book Handbook on the Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings,
Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your



aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Handbook on the Historical Books: Joshua,
Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther. You can more desirable than now.
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