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Musicology, having been transmitted as a compilation of disparate events and disciplines, has long
necessitated a 'magic bullet', a 'unified field theory' so to speak, that can interpret the steady metamorphosis
of Western art music from late medieval modality to twentieth-century atonality within a single theoretical
construct. Without that magic bullet, discussions of this kind are increasingly complicated and, to make
matters worse, the validity of any transformational models and ideas of the natural evolution of styles is
questioned and even frowned upon today as epitomizing a grotesque teleological bigotry. Going against
current thinking, Henry Burnett and Roy Nitzberg claim that the teleological approach to observing stylistic
change is still valid when considered from the purely compositional perspective. The authors challenge the
traditional understanding of development, and advance a new theory of eleven-pitch tonality as it relates to
the corpus of Western composition. The book plots the evolution of tonality and its bearing on style and the
compositional process itself. The theory is not based on the diatonic aspect of the various tonal systems
exploited by composers; rather, the theory is chromatically based - the chromatically inflected octave being
the source not only of a highly ingenious developmental dialectic, but also encompassing the moment-to-
moment progression of the musical narrative itself. Even the most profound teachings of Schenker, and the
often startlingly original and worthwhile speculations of Riemann, Tovey, Dahlhaus and others, still provide
no theory of development and so are ultimately unable to unite the various tendrils of the compositional
organism into a unified whole. Burnett and Nitzberg move beyond existing theory and analysis to base their
theory from the standpoint of chromatic 'pitch fields'. These fields are the specific chromatic pitch choices
that a composer uses to inform and design a complete composition, utilizing specific chromatic inflections to
control a large-scale working out process that is the very essence of 'development'. In short, the authors claim
that a chromatic background that coexists with a diatonic contrapuntal background may define the process of
compositional development. These chromatic and diatonic events are the two genus expressions of slowly
unfolding tonic octaves.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Stevens:

The book Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New Theory of Tonality can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a good thing like a book Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New Theory
of Tonality? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Composition,
Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New Theory of Tonality has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Fern Barron:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New Theory of Tonality, it is possible to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a book.

George Degregorio:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New
Theory of Tonality can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mathew Munz:

This Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New Theory of Tonality is great book
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or
we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.



Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Composition, Chromaticism and the Developmental Process: A New Theory of Tonality
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide
that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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