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Growing up in Huntsville, Alabama, during the first quarter of the 20th century, Alabama-born organist and
composer Lee Orville Erwin, like many of the 20th century’s great American composers, spent time studying
in Paris. From 1930 until 1931 Erwin studied in France with organist André Marchal and the harmony
teachers Jean Verd and Nadia Boulanger. This formative experience greatly shaped his compositional style
and aesthetic. Upon returning to the United States, Erwin began his lengthy career in radio and television
working with Arthur Godfrey. In 1967, Erwin was commissioned by the American Theater Organ Society to
compose organ music for the Gloria Swanson film Queen Kelly. It was this film that led his career back into
the consoles of the great American theater organs. He toured extensively, playing thousands of concerts of
organ music during silent film showings. He thus ushered in the silent film revival, continuing the genre of
live music performance accompanying film. Erwin, believing that cue sheets originally compiled for these
films during the silent film era were “full of the musical cliché’s of the 1920s,” composed new scores to over
100 silent films.

An American Organist in Paris presents Lee Orville Erwin's letters from France to his family in 1930-1931.
In these letters, Erwin recounts his daily experiences and encounters with some of the 20th century's greatest
musicians and teachers. He writes of his lessons with Marchal, Verd, and Boulanger and dinner parties with
Olivier Messiaen. Erwin's letters not only provide the singular experiences of a young musician but also
reflect the common experiences shared by the multitude of American composers who studied in France
during this time. These letters are extensively footnoted to provide clarity and background information of the
locations and personalities discussed. A biographical chapter on Erwin, which outlines his extensive musical
career and impact on the silent film music revival in the 20th century, is also included. This book will serve
as a unique glimpse into the life of one of America's most prolific composers for the theater organ.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Monge:

Within other case, little people like to read book An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville
Erwin, 1930-1931. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important the book An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's study.

Mary Parker:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this An American Organist in
Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931 book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Todd Voss:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This An American
Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee Orville Erwin, 1930-1931 is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Courtney Osteen:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually An American Organist in Paris: The Letters of Lee
Orville Erwin, 1930-1931. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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