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Most introductory theatre textbooks are written for theatre majors and assume the student already has a
considerable amount of knowledge on the subject. However, such textbooks may be counterproductive,
because they reference several works that may be unfamiliar to students with limited exposure to theatre.
Theatre as Human Action: An Introduction to Theatre Arts, Second Edition is designed for the college
student who may be unacquainted with many plays and has seen a limited number of theatre productions.
Focusing primarily on four plays, this textbook aims to inform the student about theatre arts, stimulate
interest in the art form, lead to critical thinking about theatre, and prepare the student to be a more informed
and critical theatregoer.

In addition to looking at both the theoretical and practical aspects of theatre arts—from the nature of theatre
and drama to how it reflects society—the author also explains the processes that playwrights, actors,
designers, directors, producers, and critics go through. The four plays central to this book are the tragedy
Macbeth, the landmark African American drama A Raisin in the Sun, the contemporary rock musical Rent,
and—new to this edition—the American comedy classic You Can’t Take It with You. At the beginning of the
text, each play is described with plot synopses (and suggested video versions), and then these four
representative works are referred to throughout the book.

This second edition also features revised chapters throughout, including expanded and updated material on
the technical aspects of theatre, the role of the audience and critic,and the diversity of theatre today.
Structured into nine chapters, each looking at a major area or artist—and concluding with the audience and
the students themselves—the unique approach of Theatre as Human Action thoroughly addresses all of the
major topics to be found in an introduction to theatre text.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Thies:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Theatre as Human Action: An
Introduction to Theatre Arts. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Wendell Holloway:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Theatre as Human Action: An
Introduction to Theatre Arts is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Colgan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Theatre as Human Action:
An Introduction to Theatre Arts which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Derek Clancy:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Theatre as
Human Action: An Introduction to Theatre Arts. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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