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*Includes over 50 pictures of the civilizations' art, ruins, architecture, and more. *Describes everyday life for
the Maya, Inca and Aztecs, from language to diet.
*Comprehensively covers the civilizations' most famous characteristics, including Mayan astronomy, the
Aztecs' infamous human sacrifice rituals, and the Inca's Macchu Picchu.

When the Spanish arrived in the New World, men like Columbus, Cortes, and Pizarro came into contact with
a vast array of different Native American settlements. Though the Spanish mercilessly conquered their way
through the Americas and aimed to convert the peoples they considered savages, the unique culture,
architecture and aspects of the indigenous tribes fascinated even the conquistadors, who brought the accounts
back to Europe and fascinated millions across the Atlantic.
500 years later, the world is more fascinated than ever by the American civilizations, particularly the Aztecs,
Maya and Inca.
Of all the world’s civilizations, none have intrigued people more than the Mayans, whose culture, astronomy,
language, and mysterious disappearance all continue to captivate people. In 2012 especially, there has been a
renewed focus on the Mayans, whose advanced calendar has led many to speculate the world will end on the
same date the Mayan calendar ends. The focus on the “doomsday” scenario, however, has overshadowed the
Mayans’ true contribution to astronomy, language, sports, and art.
From the moment Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortes first found and confronted them, the Aztecs have
fascinated the world, and they continue to hold a unique place both culturally and in pop culture. Nearly 500
years after the Spanish conquered their mighty empire, the Aztecs are often remembered today for their
major capital, Tenochtitlan, as well as being fierce conquerors of the Valley of Mexico who often engaged in
human sacrifice rituals. Ironically, and unlike the Mayans, the Aztecs are not widely viewed or remembered
with nuance, in part because their own leader burned extant Aztec writings and rewrote a mythologized
history explaining his empire’s dominance less than a century before the Spanish arrived. Naturally, Cortes
and other Spaniards depicted the Aztecs as savages greatly in need of conversion to Catholicism. While the
Mayans are remembered for their astronomy, numeral system, and calendar, the Aztecs have primarily been
remembered in a far narrower way, despite continuing to be a source of pride to Mexicans through the
centuries.
The Inca Empire, which flourished in modern day Peru and along the west coast of South America, was the
largest Native American empire in pre-Columbian America until Pizarro and the Spanish conquistadors
conquered them in the 16th century. Though the Spanish physically conquered them in quick fashion, the
culture and legacy of the Inca Empire has continued to endure throughout the centuries in both Europe and
South America, due in no small part to the fact they were one of the most advanced and sophisticated
cultures on the continent. Like the Aztecs, the Spanish burned much of the Inca’s extant writings, but it is
estimated that as many as 35 million once fell under their banner, and the empire’s administrative skills were
so sharp that they kept accurate census records.
The Greatest Civilizations of the Americas presents a comprehensive and entertaining overview of the
cultures and empires of these 3 amazing civilizations, from describing their technology to explaining what
everyday life was like in their capital cities. Along with dozens of pictures of important people, places,
events, art, and ruins, you will learn about the Maya, Aztec, and Inca like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Greatest Civilizations of the Americas: The History
and Culture of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca.

Ronald Johnson:

The e-book untitled The Greatest Civilizations of the Americas: The History and Culture of the Maya, Aztec,
and Inca is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Greatest Civilizations of
the Americas: The History and Culture of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Charles Hopper:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The The Greatest Civilizations of the Americas: The History and Culture of the Maya, Aztec, and
Inca provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Stanley Rivas:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This book The Greatest Civilizations of the Americas: The History and Culture of the Maya, Aztec,
and Inca was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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