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The story of Chick Austin is the story, in Virgil Thomson's words, of "a whole cultural movement in one
man." Becoming director of Hartford's Wadsworth Atheneum at the age of twenty-six, Austin immediately
set about to introduce modern art to America and to transform this conservative insurance capital into a
cultural mecca that would become the talk of the art world during the yeasty years between the two world
wars.

The first in the United States to mount a major Picasso retrospective, Austin was soon acquiring works by
Dalí, Mondrian, Miró, Balthus, Max Ernst, and Alexander Calder. In the museum's new theater (which he
designed), he staged the premiere of the revolutionary Gertrude Stein and Virgil Thomson opera Four Saints
in Three Acts (with an all-black cast). At Lincoln Kirstein's instigation, he brought Balanchine to America.
And he embraced all the new art forms, making film, photography, architecture, and contemporary music
part of the life of his museum. For his own family he built a Palladian villa (now a recently restored national
historic landmark), filling it with the baroque and the Bauhaus and inviting all the locals in to see how it felt
to be modern.

Austin's instinct for quality proved infallible. Whether acquiring a matchless Caravaggio or a startling Dalí,
he balanced the old masters with the modern. Mounting provocative shows that linked the past to the present,
he created dramatic installations--and he threw himself into everything, hanging fabrics, creating backdrops,
stitching up costumes. He loved to teach, to paint, to act, to give lavish costume balls, and to dazzle
audiences of all ages with his performances as a magician, the Great Osram.

Brilliant at using his magician's sleight of hand, he could manipulate his conservative trustees to get what he
wanted--but only up to a point. One more purchase of an incomprehensible abstract canvas, one outrageous
party too many, one more shocking theatrical role, eventually led to a crisis. Never one to be idle for long,
Austin left Hartford and took on a new challenge--to make an artistic triumph of the pink-and-white palace in
Sarasota, Florida, known as the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, which housed the circus king's
moldering but magnificent collection.
Here is the colorful life of Chick Austin, and as we relish his audacious career--the risks he took, the
successes he enjoyed along with the inevitable setbacks--we understand what a far-reaching influence he had
on the way Americans look at and think about art. Not only a brilliant portrait of an extraordinary man, this
wonderfully American story gives us a fascinating behind-the-scenes glimpse into the art world as it was
then--and in many ways still is today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in
America book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer involving Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the
Arts in America content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Magician of
the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Sheldon Downs:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America, you are able to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a book.

William Littlejohn:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America this reserve
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Audrey Mack:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the
Transformation of the Arts in America can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one



book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Magician of the Modern: Chick Austin and the Transformation of the Arts in America.
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