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The fourteenth century in Europe has been called "the age of adversity." It was a time when medieval society
was racked by the Hundred Years' War, the Black Death, and peasant turmoil of the age, saw the decline of
its mendicant orders, the "Babylonian Captivity" of the papacy in Avignon, and the rise of wide-ranging
heretical movements such as the Free Spirit heresy that disparaged the Church and its sacraments in favor of
an immediate experience of God.

In this context John Ruusbroec (1293-1381) lived as a monk in the duchy of Brabant and produced a corpus
of works on the spiritual life that has made him the most important Flemish mystic in an age of such greats
as John Tauler, Julian of Norwich, and Birgitta of Sweden.

For the first time in English, four of Ruusbroec's most influential writings have been collected in one
volume: The Spiritual Espousals, A Mirror of Eternal Blessedness, The Little Book of Clarification, and The
Sparkling Stone. This new translation by James Wiseman offers a fresh, contemporary rendering of
Ruusbroec's brilliant discourses that caused Abbot Cuthbert Butler to comment that "in all probability…there
has been no greater contemplative; and certainly there has been no greater mystical writer."
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled John Ruusbroec: The Spiritual Espousals, The Sparkling
Stones, and Other Works (Classics of Western Spirituality). Try to the actual book John Ruusbroec: The
Spiritual Espousals, The Sparkling Stones, and Other Works (Classics of Western Spirituality) as your
buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

James Cooper:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this John Ruusbroec: The Spiritual
Espousals, The Sparkling Stones, and Other Works (Classics of Western Spirituality) book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ian Louviere:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the John Ruusbroec: The Spiritual
Espousals, The Sparkling Stones, and Other Works (Classics of Western Spirituality) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jeremy Windham:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This John Ruusbroec: The
Spiritual Espousals, The Sparkling Stones, and Other Works (Classics of Western Spirituality) is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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