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Folklorist Wayland Hand once called Mary Alicia Owen “the most famous American Woman Folklorist of
her time.” Drawing on primary sources, such as maps, census records, court documents, personal letters and
periodicals, and the scholarship of others who have analyzed various components of Owen’s multifaceted
career, historian Greg Olson offers the most complete account of her life and work to date. He also offers a
critical look at some of the short stories Owen penned, sometimes under the name Julia Scott, and discusses
how the experience she gained as a fiction writer helped lead her to a successful career in folklore.

            Olson begins with an in-depth look at St. Joseph, Missouri, the place where Owen lived most of her
life. He explores the role that her grandparents and parents had in transforming the small trading village into
one of the American West’s most exciting boomtowns. He also examines the family’s position of affluence
and the effect that the devastation of the Civil War had on their family life and their standing within the
community. He describes the interaction of Owen with her two younger sisters, both of whom had interesting
and, for women of the time, unconventional careers.

            Olson analyzes many of the nineteenth-century theories, stereotypes, and popular beliefs that
influenced the work of Owen and many of her peers. By taking a cross-disciplinary look at her works of
fiction, poetry, folklore, history, and anthropology, this volume sheds new light on elements of Owen’s
career that have not previously been discussed in print. Examples of the romance stories that Owen wrote for
popular magazines in the 1880’s are identified and examined in the context of the time in which Owen wrote
them.

            This groundbreaking biography shows that Owen was more than just a folklorist—she was a
nineteenth-century woman of many contradictions. She was an independent woman of many interests who
possessed a keen intellect and a genuine interest in people and their stories. Specialists in folklore,
anthropology, women’s studies, local and regional history, and Missouriana will find much to like in this
thoroughly researched study.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Dejean:

This Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen
(MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The Life of
Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) can be one of several great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information
that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Voodoo Priests,
Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY
SERIES) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Coleman Bailey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI
BIOGRAPHY SERIES) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Voodoo
Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI
BIOGRAPHY SERIES) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Orville Hightower:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies:
The Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The Life of
Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES).

Willie Briggs:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies:



The Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) was vibrant and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Voodoo Priests, Noble Savages, and Ozark Gypsies: The
Life of Folklorist Mary Alicia Owen (MISSOURI BIOGRAPHY SERIES) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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