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If there is one genre that has captured the imagination of people in all walks of life throughout the world, it is
the fairy tale. Yet we still have great difficulty understanding how it originated, evolved, and spread--or why
so many people cannot resist its appeal, no matter how it changes or what form it takes. In this book,
renowned fairy-tale expert Jack Zipes presents a provocative new theory about why fairy tales were created
and retold--and why they became such an indelible and infinitely adaptable part of cultures around the world.

Drawing on cognitive science, evolutionary theory, anthropology, psychology, literary theory, and other
fields, Zipes presents a nuanced argument about how fairy tales originated in ancient oral cultures, how they
evolved through the rise of literary culture and print, and how, in our own time, they continue to change
through their adaptation in an ever-growing variety of media. In making his case, Zipes considers a wide
range of fascinating examples, including fairy tales told, collected, and written by women in the nineteenth
century; Catherine Breillat's film adaptation of Perrault's "Bluebeard"; and contemporary fairy-tale drawings,
paintings, sculptures, and photographs that critique canonical print versions.

While we may never be able to fully explain fairy tales, The Irresistible Fairy Tale provides a powerful
theory of how and why they evolved--and why we still use them to make meaning of our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Irresistible Fairy Tale: The Cultural and Social History of a Genre. Try
to make the book The Irresistible Fairy Tale: The Cultural and Social History of a Genre as your good friend.
It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Nancy Figaro:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Irresistible Fairy Tale: The Cultural and Social History of a Genre
why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Alma Rasmussen:

The book untitled The Irresistible Fairy Tale: The Cultural and Social History of a Genre contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Blake Westerman:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Irresistible Fairy Tale: The
Cultural and Social History of a Genre or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case,
beside science guide, any other book likes The Irresistible Fairy Tale: The Cultural and Social History of a
Genre to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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