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A major new biography of Duke Ellington from the acclaimed author of Pops: A Life of Louis
Armstrong
 
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was the greatest jazz composer of the twentieth century—and an
impenetrably enigmatic personality whom no one, not even his closest friends, claimed to understand. The
grandson of a slave, he dropped out of high school to become one of the world’s most famous musicians, a
showman of incomparable suavity who was as comfortable in Carnegie Hall as in the nightclubs where he
honed his style. He wrote some fifteen hundred compositions, many of which, like “Mood Indigo” and
“Sophisticated Lady,” remain beloved standards, and he sought inspiration in an endless string of transient
lovers, concealing his inner self behind a smiling mask of flowery language and ironic charm.
 
As the biographer of Louis Armstrong, Terry Teachout is uniquely qualified to tell the story of the public and
private lives of Duke Ellington. A semi-finalist for the National Book Award, Duke peels away countless
layers of Ellington’s evasion and public deception to tell the unvarnished truth about the creative genius who
inspired Miles Davis to say, “All the musicians should get together one certain day and get down on their
knees and thank Duke.”
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From reader reviews:

Alma Driver:

The book untitled Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Joseph Benoit:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington can be great book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Barbara Watson:

Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial contemplating.

Beatrice Blakely:

The book untitled Duke: A Life of Duke Ellington contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new
period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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