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After beginning his career as an architect in London, Calvert Vaux (1824-1895) came to the Hudson River
valley in 1850 at the invitation of Andrew Jackson Downing, the reform-minded writer on houses and
gardens. As Downing's partner, and after Downing's death in 1852, Vaux designed country and suburban
dwellings that were remarkable for their well-conceived plans and their sensitive rapport with nature.
By 1857, the year he published his book Villas and Cottages, Vaux had moved to New York City. There he
asked Frederick Law Olmsted to join him in preparing a design for Central Park. He spent the next 38 years
defending and refining their vision of Central Park as a work of art. After the Civil War, he and Olmsted led
the nascent American park movement with their designs for parks and parkways in Brooklyn, Buffalo, and
many other American cities.
Apart from undertakings with Olmsted, Vaux cultivated a distinguished architectural practice. Among his
clients were the artist Frederic Church, whose dream house, Olana, he helped create; and the reform
politician Samuel Tilden, whose residence on New York's Gramercy Park remains one of the country's
outstanding Victorian buildings. A pioneering advocate for apartment houses in American cities, Vaux
designed buildings that mirrored the advance of urbanization in America, including early model housing for
the poor. He planned the original portions of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the American Museum of
Natural History and conceived a stunning proposal for a vast iron and glass building to house the Centennial
Exhibition in Philadelphia. Especially notable are the many bridges and other charming structures that he
designed for Central Park. Vaux considered the Park's Terrace, decorated by J. W. Mould, as his greatest
achievement.
An active participant in the cultural and intellectual life of New York, Vaux was an idealist who regarded
himself as an artist and a professional. And while much has been written on Olmsted, comparatively little has
been published about Vaux. The first in-depth account of Vaux's career, Country, Park, and City should be
of great interest to historians of art, architecture, and urbanism, as well as preservationists and other readers
interested in New York City's past and America's first parks.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Country, Park & City: The
Architecture and Life of Calvert Vaux is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Martin Thomas:

This book untitled Country, Park & City: The Architecture and Life of Calvert Vaux to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from
your list.

Linda Howard:

Typically the book Country, Park & City: The Architecture and Life of Calvert Vaux has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after scanning this book.

Jasper Parsons:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Country, Park & City: The Architecture and Life of Calvert
Vaux. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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