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Class Rules challenges the popular myth that high schools are the “Great Equalizers.” In his groundbreaking
study, Cookson demonstrates that adolescents undergo different class rites of passage depending on the
social-class composition of the high school they attend. Drawing on stories of schools and individual
students, the author shows that where a student goes to high school is a major influence on his or her social
class trajectory. Class Rules is a penetrating, original examination of the role education plays in blocking
upward mobility for many children. It offers a compelling vision of an equitable system of schools based on
the full democratic rights of students.

Book Features:

Provides a fresh, dynamic way of understanding educational inequality and social reproduction.●

Offers a breakthrough social/psychological theory of how adolescents acquire class consciousness.●

Compares the cultures and curricula of five American high schools focusing on the class composition of●

their students.

“This highly readable and original book illuminates why we don’t have open class warfare in our society,
despite huge inequalities. Peter Cookson shows how schools reproduce classes through institutional practices
that forge class-based consciousness. He also suggests how education might be changed.”

—Caroline Hodges Persell, professor emerita of sociology, New York University

“Cookson does a superb job of analyzing the powerful forces in our schools that reinforce the racial, ethnic,
and social-class structures our nation hopes to overcome. Breaking out of one’s social class was always hard
but may now be harder than in previous decades. Cookson reminds us of what high schools can be, the great
equalizers, institutions for promoting America’s finest values.”
—David Berliner, Regents’ professor emeritus, Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College, Arizona State
University
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

The book Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American High Schools (Multicultural Education Series) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the great thing like a book Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American High Schools
(Multicultural Education Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American High Schools (Multicultural Education Series) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Enoch Dutton:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American
High Schools (Multicultural Education Series) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Moses Bean:

The publication untitled Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American High Schools (Multicultural
Education Series) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Class Rules: Exposing
Inequality in American High Schools (Multicultural Education Series) from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Robert Berman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying, not
only science book but also novel and Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American High Schools
(Multicultural Education Series) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science



publication, any other book likes Class Rules: Exposing Inequality in American High Schools (Multicultural
Education Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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