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From the foreword:
"I am now wholly convinced that the Lady of Elche is a blatant counterfeit."

"[Moffitt] makes clear the important archaeological and art historical position the  Lady of Elche has
occupied within the history of ancient Mediterranean art and then sets about to reveal its true nature as a
clever late 19-century forgery. .  . .  Although his conclusions are certain to be resisted by those with 'vested
interests' in preserving belief in the antiquity of the sculpture, the author's arguments are most persuasive. . .
.  [This] reads like a good intellectual who-done-it and at its end we know who did do it.  Contrary to both
popular and scholarly belief, it wasn't some ancient Iberian. "--Charles Mack, University of South Carolina

Until now, all experts have dated the celebrated Lady of Elche,  the beautiful and patriotic symbol of timeless
Iberia, to pre-Christian Spain,  some time between 500 B.C. and A.D. 150.  John F. Moffitt dates it to "ca.
1897."
 The Lady,  a magnificent sculpted bust of perhaps a princess or priestess, has been regarded as a major work
of "ancient" Spanish art ever since it was unearthed near the village of Elche in 1897.  Displayed at the
Louvre until 1941, the sculpture has resided since then in a place of honor in Madrid's national
archaeological museum.  To every reputable art historian and archaeologist, European and American alike, it
has defined the very essence of Iberian art and the foundations of Spanish art and culture.
 Moffitt's detective work will change all that.  Pitting twenty years of research (and intuition) against
voluminous scholarship and against Spanish pride and nationalism, Moffitt shows that the Lady of Elche is a
carefully crafted fake.  Further, he offers a detailed, wide-ranging analysis of the means of dissecting any
suspected art forgery, and discusses what he calls the "collective psychological need for certain kinds of
hoaxes."
 By his own account, Moffitt became obsessed with this project.  Because he assigned the execution of the
sculpture to 1896-97, he felt obliged to ground it in the artistic and cultural milieu of that moment, the
Symbolist period.  He concludes the book with comments on the contributions to early modernism of
primitivism and of an artistic technique known as direct carving.

John F. Moffitt is professor of art history at New Mexico State University.  He is the author of Spanish
Painting, Occultism in Avant-Garde Art:  The Case of Joseph Beuys,  and Velázquez:  Práctica e idea, and
he has written more than a hundred scholarly articles on the history of art and architecture published in
journals in Europe and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Humphrey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Art Forgery: The Case of the Lady of Elche
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Art Forgery: The Case of the Lady of Elche as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book
by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Janelle Garrity:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Art Forgery: The Case of the Lady of Elche this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition
of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Robert Schneck:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Art Forgery: The Case of the Lady of Elche. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Lisa Phelps:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Art Forgery: The Case of
the Lady of Elche.
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