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Wide-Open Town traces the history of gay men and lesbians in San Francisco from the turn of the century,
when queer bars emerged in San Francisco's tourist districts, to 1965, when a raid on a drag ball changed the
course of queer history. Bringing to life the striking personalities and vibrant milieu that fueled this era, Nan
Alamilla Boyd examines the culture that developed around the bar scene and homophile activism. She argues
that the communities forged inside bars and taverns functioned politically and, ultimately, offered practical
and ideological responses to the policing of San Francisco's queer and transgender communities. Using
police and court records, oral histories, tourist literature, and manuscript collections from local and state
archives, Nan Alamilla Boyd explains the phenomenal growth of San Francisco as a "wide-open town"—a
town where anything goes. She also relates the early history of the gay and lesbian civil rights movement that
took place in San Francisco prior to 1965.

Wide-Open Town argues that police persecution forged debates about rights and justice that transformed San
Francisco's queer communities into the identity-based groups we see today. In its vivid re-creation of bar and
drag life, its absorbing portrait of central figures in the communities, and its provocative chronicling of this
period in the country's most transgressive city, Wide-Open Town offers a fascinating and lively new chapter
of American queer history.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Dryden:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer
San Francisco to 1965 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Edward White:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to
1965. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Pamela Wilson:

You may get this Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965 by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Charles Krueger:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San
Francisco to 1965 was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965 has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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