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Civilization and progress, Gilded Age Americans believed, were inseparable from Anglo-Saxon heritage and
Christianity. In rising to become the first Asian and non-Christian world power, Meiji Japan (1868-1912)
challenged this deeply-held conviction, and in so doing threatened racial and cultural hierarchies central to
American ideology and foreign policy.

To reconcile Japan's stature with American notions of Western supremacy, both nations embarked on an
active campaign to construct an identity for the Japanese which would recognize Japan's progress and
abilities without threatening Americans' faith in white, Christian superiority. Japanese efforts included
reassurances in diplomatic exchanges and in the American press that their nation adhered to the central tenets
of Western civilization, namely constitutional government, freedom of religion, and open commerce. Many
anxious Americans eagerly accepted such offerings, and happily re-conceived the Japanese as adoptive
Anglo-Saxons.

As with the best new work in diplomatic history, in Outposts of Civilization Henning considers culture to
be integral to understanding foreign relations. Thus in addition to official documents and press reports, he
examines American missionaries' writings on the Japanese, and American and Japanese art and literature
produced during the Gilded Age. In exploring the delicate and deliberate process of identity construction,
and how these discourses on race and progress resonated throughout the twentieth century, Henning has
produced a fascinating and important study of American-Japanese relations.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Outposts of Civilization:
Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations. All type of book are you able to
see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Holley Shipman:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion,
and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Maria Gardner:

The reason? Because this Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-
Japanese Relations is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book
have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Staci Eager:

Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-
Japanese Relations but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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