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Harold Brodkey’s acclaimed novel is a mesmerizing work of literary genius, exploring the momentous
events in the life of a family in twentieth-century St. Louis, and a writer still haunted by a childhood
tragedy

First published in 1991, The Runaway Soul took Harold Brodkey more than three decades to complete. This
sprawling novel has since been eagerly embraced by readers and critics alike, earning Brodkey the epithet of
an “American Proust.” Told by Wiley Silenowicz, Brodkey’s fictional alter ego, the story snakes back and
forth across the unforgettable events of a life. Following the traumatic death of his mother, Wiley recalls his
troubling childhood in the care of his cousins: smooth-talking S. L. Silenowicz, his beautiful, emotionally
deficient wife, Lila, and their abusive daughter, Nonie, who torments Wiley to no end.
 
In language that soars and hypnotizes, The Runaway Soul fearlessly explores youth and adulthood, love and
loss, sex and death, marriage and family, tracing upon one man’s odyssey through a troubling world. More
than two decades after it first appeared in print, Harold Brodkey’s magnum opus remains one of the finest
literary works produced by an American novelist in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this The Runaway Soul: A Novel.

Ethel Davidson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Runaway Soul: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Runaway Soul: A
Novel. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well
as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Roxanne Mazon:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Runaway Soul: A Novel as your daily resource
information.

Maria Carlin:

The Runaway Soul: A Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Runaway Soul: A Novel nevertheless
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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