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When George Bristol first saw the mountains surrounding East Glacier, Montana, in the early summer of
1961, he was, in his own words, awed to his depths. Thus began a love affair with nature and public parks
that has endured for more than fifty years. This same love affair would lead Bristol to become a crusader for
America’s national parks and, later, to be largely credited for the rescue of the ailing public park system in
his home state.

In On Politics and Parks, Bristol tells his own story in lively prose that includes many intriguing peeks at
behind-the-scenes events in Washington, Austin, and elsewhere. Beginning with his upbringing by a
widowed young mother with a passion for music and literature, he narrates the converging of influences that
led him to an influential political career, including active involvement in national campaigns for Lyndon B.
Johnson, Hubert Humphrey, Lloyd Bentsen, and Jimmy Carter. After working for the Democratic National
Committee and Bill Clinton’s 1992 presidential campaign, Bristol was asked to join President Clinton’s
administration.

However, what he really wanted was a place on the board of the National Park Foundation (NPF). With
decades-old images of Glacier still burning brightly in his memory, he helped spearhead efforts to elevate the
image of the National Park Service and helped establish a highly successful fundraising strategy for the NPF,
giving both organizations greater national awareness and stature.

Having acquired a well-earned reputation for fundraising and effective advocacy, Bristol soon began to do
for his home state what he had done for the NPF: solidify support and funding for the Texas park system.
Over ten years and five legislative sessions, Bristol, through the Texas Coalition for Conservation, the
nonprofit organization he founded, fought for the full claim of Texas state parks to the sporting goods tax.
Utilizing his many contacts, his well-honed political sense, and his dogged patience, he forged an alliance
that would win the day for everyone who loves the state’s public lands. In 2007, in the last bill passed on the
last day of the session, the Texas legislature nearly doubled the operating budget for parks.

On Politics and Parks is at once a lesson in conservation history and a captivating personal memoir that will
inform, entertain, and inspire all those who share Bristol’s love for the unspoiled beauty of the outdoors and
his commitment to preserve that beauty for future generations.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

In other case, little individuals like to read book On Politics and Parks: People, Places, Politics, Parks
(Conservation Leadership Series, Sponsored by The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, Texas
State University). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book On Politics and Parks: People, Places, Politics, Parks (Conservation Leadership
Series, Sponsored by The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, Texas State University). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Jason Dolly:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this On
Politics and Parks: People, Places, Politics, Parks (Conservation Leadership Series, Sponsored by The
Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, Texas State University).

Mary Summers:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and On Politics and Parks: People, Places, Politics,
Parks (Conservation Leadership Series, Sponsored by The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment,
Texas State University) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes On Politics and Parks: People, Places, Politics, Parks
(Conservation Leadership Series, Sponsored by The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, Texas
State University) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.



Jack Morgan:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
On Politics and Parks: People, Places, Politics, Parks (Conservation Leadership Series, Sponsored by The
Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, Texas State University) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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