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Carlos Fuentes once observed that to be a Spanish American intellectual was to fulfill the roles, by default,
of “a tribune, a member of parliament, a labor leader, a journalist, a redeemer of his society.” Such
statements reflect the view that the region’s intellectuals have often acted as substitutes for the structures of a
civil society.

An alternative view casts Spanish American intellectuals in a far more reactionary role. Here, it is suggested
that the elaboration of inert popular stereotypes such as the stoic Indian and the heroic gaucho has resulted in
an infinite postponement of authentic cultural identity, and a perpetuation, aided by intellectuals, of a social
order in which popular demands were either ignored or repressed.

In the context of this debate, this book explores the roles played by intellectuals in the creation of popular
national identities in twentieth-century Spanish America, and seeks to identify the factors which lie behind
two such contrasting evaluations of their contribution. Ranging across the intellectual centers of Argentina,
Chile, Cuba, Mexico and Peru, it illustrates vividly the diversity and evolution of intellectual life in the
region. Particular attention is paid to the idea of peripheral modernity and its influence on intellectual
activity, as well as to the contributions made by intellectuals to the three major strands in debates on popular
national identity: bi-culturalism, anti-imperialism and history.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled In the
Shadow of the State? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Alan Castorena:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this In the Shadow of the State book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still question In the Shadow of the State as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Tracy Cluck:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This In the Shadow of the State can be the respond
to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Mary Adams:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of In the Shadow of the State can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have In the Shadow of the State.
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