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Emperor Theodosius (379-95) was the last Roman emperor to rule a unified empire of East and West and his
reign represents a turning point in the policies and fortunes of the Late Roman Empire. In this imperial
biography, Stephen Williams and Gerry Friell bring together literary, archaeological and numismatic
evidence concerning this Roman emperor, studying his military and political struggles, which he fought
heroically but ultimately in vain.
Summoned from retirement to the throne after the disastrous Roman defeat by the Goths at Adrianople,
Theodosius was called on to rebuild the armies and put the shattered state back together. He instituted a new
policy towards the barbarians, in which diplomacy played a larger role than military might, at a time of
increasing frontier dangers and acute manpower shortage. He was also the founder of the established
Apostolic Catholic Church. Unlike other Christian emperors, he suppressed both heresy and paganism and
enforced orthodoxy by law.
The path was a diffucult one, but Theodosius (and his successor, Stilicho) had little choice. This new study
convincingly demonstrates how a series of political misfortunes led to the separation of the Eastern and
Western empires which meant that the overlordship of Rome in Europe dwindled into mere ceremonial. The
authors examine the emperor and his character and the state of the Roman empire, putting his reign in the
context of the troubled times.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

The book Theodosius: The Empire at Bay (Roman Imperial Biographies) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Theodosius: The
Empire at Bay (Roman Imperial Biographies)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Theodosius: The Empire at Bay (Roman Imperial Biographies) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Monica Ceja:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Theodosius: The Empire at Bay (Roman Imperial Biographies) can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Thomas Major:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Theodosius: The Empire at Bay
(Roman Imperial Biographies) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Otis Key:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Theodosius: The Empire at Bay (Roman
Imperial Biographies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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