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With the overwhelming amount of new information that bombards us each day, it is perhaps difficult to
imagine a time when the widespread availability of the printed word was a novelty. In early nineteenth-
century Britain, print was not novel—Gutenberg’s printing press had been around for nearly four
centuries—but printed matter was still a rare and relatively expensive luxury. All this changed, however, as
publishers began employing new technologies to astounding effect, mass-producing instructive and
educational books and magazines and revolutionizing how knowledge was disseminated to the general
public.

In Steam-Powered Knowledge, Aileen Fyfe explores the activities of William Chambers and the W. & R.
Chambers publishing firm during its formative years, documenting for the first time how new technologies
were integrated into existing business systems. Chambers was one of the first publishers to abandon
traditional skills associated with hand printing, instead favoring the latest innovations in printing processes
and machinery: machine-made paper, stereotyping, and, especially, printing machines driven by steam
power. The mid-nineteenth century also witnessed dramatic advances in transportation, and Chambers used
proliferating railway networks and steamship routes to speed up communication and distribution. As a result,
his high-tech publishing firm became an exemplar of commercial success by 1850 and outlived all of its
rivals in the business of cheap instructive print. Fyfe follows Chambers’s journey from small-time bookseller
and self-trained hand-press printer to wealthy and successful publisher of popular educational books on both
sides of the Atlantic, demonstrating along the way the profound effects of his and his fellow publishers’
willingness, or unwillingness, to incorporate these technological innovations into their businesses.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

This Steam-Powered Knowledge: William Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860 book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Steam-Powered Knowledge: William Chambers
and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860 without we understand teach the one who reading through it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Steam-Powered Knowledge: William
Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860 can bring any time you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Steam-Powered Knowledge: William Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860 having great
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Coleman Jones:

Often the book Steam-Powered Knowledge: William Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Steam-Powered
Knowledge: William Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860 is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Thomas:

You will get this Steam-Powered Knowledge: William Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Janna Lefevre:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Steam-Powered Knowledge: William Chambers and the Business of Publishing, 1820-1860. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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