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Finding ways to understand the nature of social change and social order-from political movements to market
meltdowns-is one of the enduring problems of social science. A Theory of Fields draws together far-ranging
insights from social movement theory, organizational theory, and economic and political sociology to
construct a general theory of social organization and strategic action.

In a work of remarkable synthesis, imagination, and analysis, Neil Fligstein and Doug McAdam propose that
social change and social order can be understood through what they call strategic action fields. They posit
that these fields are the general building blocks of political and economic life, civil society, and the state, and
the fundamental form of order in our world today. Similar to Russian dolls, they are nested and connected in
a broader environment of almost countless proximate and overlapping fields. Fields are mutually dependent;
change in one often triggers change in another. At the core of the theory is an account of how social actors
fashion and maintain order in a given field. This sociological theory of action, what they call "social skill,"
helps explain what individuals do in strategic action fields to gain cooperation or engage in competition.

To demonstrate the breadth of the theory, Fligstein and McAdam make its abstract principles concrete
through extended case studies of the Civil Rights Movement and the rise and fall of the market for mortgages
in the U.S. since the 1960s. The book also provides a "how-to" guide to help others implement the approach
and discusses methodological issues.

With a bold new approach, A Theory of Fields offers both a rigorous and practically applicable way of
thinking through and making sense of social order and change-and how one emerges from the other-in
modern, complex societies.
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From reader reviews:

John Stanley:

Here thing why that A Theory of Fields are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through
a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A
Theory of Fields giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with A Theory of Fields. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Theory of Fields in e-book can
be your alternative.

Marie Guinn:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is A Theory of Fields this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

James Brown:

Beside that A Theory of Fields in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A Theory of Fields because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book along with read it from currently!

Miranda Durkee:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Theory of Fields can make you experience more interested to read.
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