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During the late 1960s and 1970s, massive herds of poisonous crown-of-thorns starfish suddenly began to
infest coral reef communities around the world, leaving in their wake devastation comparable to a burnt-out
rainforest. In What is Natural?, Jan Sapp both examines this ecological catastrophe and captures the intense
debate among scientists about what caused the crisis, and how it should be handled.
The crown-of-thorns story takes readers on tropical expeditions around the world, and into both marine
laboratories and government committees, where scientists rigorously search for answers to the many
profound questions surrounding this event. Were these fierce starfish outbreaks the kind of manmade disaster
heralded by such environmentalists as Rachel Carson in Silent Spring? Indeed, discussions of the cause of
the starfish plagues have involved virtually every environmental issue of our time--over-fishing, pesticide
use, atomic testing, rain forest depletion, and over-population--but many marine biologists maintain that the
epidemic is a natural feature of coral-reef life, and ecological "balance of nature" that should not be tampered
with until we know the scientific truth of the crisis. But should we search for the scientific truth before taking
action? And what if an environmental emergency cannot wait for a rigorous scientific search for "the truth"?
The starfish plagues are arguably one of most mysterious ecological phenomena of this century. Through the
window of this singular event, What is Natural lucidly illustrates the complexity of environmental issues
while probing the most fundamental questions about the relationship between man and nature.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.

Dawn Campbell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, it is possible to pick What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis become your personal starter.

Bessie Hall:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading which.

Harriet Dupree:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is called of book What Is Natural?: Coral Reef Crisis. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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