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Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos
contains translations of the funeral orations written by Michael Psellos, the leading Byzantine intellectual of
the eleventh century, for the three ecumenical patriarchs of Constantinople whom he knew best: Michael
Keroullarios (1043-1058), Konstantinos Leichoudes (1059-1063), and Ioannes Xiphilinos (1064-1075). The
orations are significant sources for the lives and reputations of these patriarchs; they are also a prime source
for the educational reforms made by the emperor Konstantinos IX Monomachos in the mid-1040s, and for
many events of that turbulent century that Psellos witnessed, including popular uprisings, plots, civil wars,
and the battle with the Catholic legates in 1054. Never before translated into English, the orations and letters
are introduced by a detailed analysis of Psellos’ historical relationships with the patriarchs and an
interpretation of the works.

The orations are not only important historical sources: they are crucial specimens of Byzantine rhetoric in a
period of transition, as well as being key texts in the corpus of Psellos himself. Psellos used them to score
important points in support of his own philosophical agenda and to make broader claims about ethics and
metaphysics and the role of learning in political and ecclesiastical life. The orations are here accompanied by
translations of a long letter that Psellos wrote to Keroullarios and a pair of letters to Xiphilinos, in which he
defended key aspects of his philosophical project.

"This volume of translations, by two of the best contemporary experts on Psellos and his times, is an
important addition to a growing body of scholarship on Byzantium in the eleventh century. Because of the
four personalities involved, Psellos and the Patriarchs is an extremely valuable source for historians; it
provides a wealth of material on such topics as the secular and ecclesiastical careers of leading intellectuals;
relations between patriarch and emperor; the functioning of rhetoric at the highest levels in society; and not
least, the personality, character, and literary prowess of Psellos himself." —John Duffy, Dumbarton Oaks
Professor of Byzantine Philology and Literature, Emeritus, Harvard University
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and
Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Teresa Raap:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important usually. The book Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios,
Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) had been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Psellos
and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael
Psellos in Translation) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with all the book Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and
Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Pablo McNamara:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Psellos and the Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios,
Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos in Translation) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Clarice Stephens:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Psellos and the
Patriarchs: Letters and Funeral Orations for Keroullarios, Leichoudes, and Xiphilinos (ND Michael Psellos



in Translation) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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