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Through close readings of Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist texts, Katherine Wills Perlo proves that
our relationship with animals shapes religious doctrine, particularly through the tension between animal
exploitation and the bonds of kinship. She pinpoints four different strategies for coping with this conflict.
The first is aggression, in which a divinely conferred superiority or karma justifies animal usage. The second
is evasion, which emphasizes benevolent aspects of the human-animal relationship within the exploitative
structure, such as the image of Jesus as a "good shepherd." The third is defense, which acknowledges the
problematic nature of killing, leading many religions to adopt a propitiation mechanism, such as apologizing
for sacrifice. And the fourth is effective-defensive, which recognizes animal abuse as inherently unethical.

As humans feel more empathy toward animals, Perlo finds that adherents revise their interpretations of
religious texts. Preexisting ontologies, such as Christianity's changing God or Buddhism's principle of
impermanence, along with advances in farming practices and technology, also encourage changes in
treatment. As cultures begin to appreciate the different types of perception and consciousness experienced by
nonhumans, definitions of reality become complicated and humans lean more toward unitary accounts of
shared existence. These evolving attitudes exert a crucial influence on religious thought, Perlo argues,
moving humans ever closer to a nonspeciesist world.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Kinship and Killing: The Animal in
World Religions book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Julie Flanagan:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Kinship and Killing: The
Animal in World Religions suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religionsis the main one of several
books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Matthew Gregg:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World Religions, you could tells your family, friends and soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

John Collins:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Kinship and Killing: The Animal in World
Religions can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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