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Karagiozis?a form of comic folk drama employing stock puppet figures?was immensely popular in Greece
until recent years, when newer forms of entertainment have virtually eclipsed it. Derived from ancient
Byzantine and Greek sources, it takes its name from the principal puppet character, the clever, humpbacked
fool-hero Karagiozis, who appears in many guises, surrounded by a cast of folk caricatures from all walks of
life.

Kostas and Linda Myrsiades present here a tripartite view of Karagiozis: a translation of a typical text taken
directly from a live performance; interviews with one of the last master Karagiozis puppeteers; and an
analysis of the place of this indigenous genre in Greek life and culture. The first part of the book examines
critical issues concerning the context of Karagiozis performance: its place as an expression of an unofficial
social world, as a gender statement that reveals the split vision of its culture, as an expression of a pluralistic
society, and as an indigenous event shaped by economic, geographic, political, and social forces.

The second portion offers insights from interviews with Giorgos Haridimos, until his retirement Greece's
preemi-nent Karagiozis player, and a translation of his classic text "Karagiozis Baker" reflecting an actual
performance by Haridimos. Through novel verbal and typographic devices, Kostas Myrsiades succeeds in
preserving the full flavor of his oral source?its rhythms and intonations, its linguistic nuances, and even
audience reactions?to convey the actual experience of the theatergoer. This unique translation thus
establishes a model for collecting and disseminating oral theatrical tradition.

Folklorists, cultural historians, and students of theater will appreciate this introduction to an ancient but little
known folkloric form.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Porter:

This Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater without we recognize teach the one
who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Karagiozis:
Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Jaime Howell:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Karagiozis: Culture and
Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

James Mace:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet
Theater can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy
in Greek Puppet Theater.

Rachel Addison:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in
Greek Puppet Theater to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the book Karagiozis: Culture and Comedy in Greek Puppet Theater can to
be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the



time.
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