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Benjamin A. Valentino finds that ethnic hatreds or discrimination, undemocratic systems of government, and
dysfunctions in society play a much smaller role in mass killing and genocide than is commonly assumed.
He shows that the impetus for mass killing usually originates from a relatively small group of powerful
leaders and is often carried out without the active support of broader society. Mass killing, in his view, is a
brutal political or military strategy designed to accomplish leaders' most important objectives, counter threats
to their power, and solve their most difficult problems.

In order to capture the full scope of mass killing during the twentieth century, Valentino does not limit his
analysis to violence directed against ethnic groups, or to the attempt to destroy victim groups as such, as do
most previous studies of genocide. Rather, he defines mass killing broadly as the intentional killing of a
massive number of noncombatants, using the criteria of 50,000 or more deaths within five years as a
quantitative standard. Final Solutions focuses on three types of mass killing: communist mass killings like
the ones carried out in the Soviet Union, China, and Cambodia; ethnic genocides as in Armenia, Nazi
Germany, and Rwanda; and "counter-guerrilla" campaigns including the brutal civil war in Guatemala and
the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

Valentino closes the book by arguing that attempts to prevent mass killing should focus on disarming and
removing from power the leaders and small groups responsible for instigating and organizing the killing.
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From reader reviews:

Denice Cooke:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer connected with Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th
Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue
to thinking Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Tammy Medina:

This book untitled Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this publication from your list.

Gary Williams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Final Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Miguel Sherman:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book Final
Solutions: Mass Killing and Genocide in the 20th Century (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you



from one place to other place.
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