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What does it mean to be Metis? How do the Metis understand their world, and how do family, community,
and location shape their consciousness? Such questions inform this collection of essays on the northwestern
North American people of mixed European and Native ancestry who emerged in the seventeenth century as a
distinct culture. Volume editors Nicole St-Onge, Carolyn Podruchny, and Brenda Macdougall go beyond the
concern with race and ethnicity that takes center stage in most discussions of Metis culture to offer new ways
of thinking about Metis identity.

Geography, mobility, and family have always defined Metis culture and society. The Metis world spanned
the better part of a continent, and a major theme of Contours of a People is the Metis conception of
geography—not only how Metis people used their environments but how they gave meaning to place and
developed connections to multiple landscapes. Their geographic familiarity, physical and social mobility,
and maintenance of family ties across time and space appear to have evolved in connection with the fur trade
and other commercial endeavors. These efforts, and the cultural practices that emerged from them, have
contributed to a sense of community and the nationalist sentiment felt by many Metis today.

Writing about a wide geographic area, the contributors consider issues ranging from Metis rights under
Canadian law and how the Library of Congress categorizes Metis scholarship to the role of women in
maintaining economic and social networks. The authors’ emphasis on geography and its power in shaping
identity will influence and enlighten Canadian and American scholars across a variety of disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

The guide with title Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native
American Studies Series) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Alexander Ray:

The reason? Because this Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in
Native American Studies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Barbera Champ:

Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native American Studies
Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New
Directions in Native American Studies Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Richard Lamm:

Beside this specific Contours of a People: Metis Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native
American Studies Series) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Contours of a People: Metis
Family, Mobility, and History (New Directions in Native American Studies Series) because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on,



that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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