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A classic of American political fiction first published in 1880, a mere three years after Reconstruction
officially ended, Bricks Without Straw offers an inside view of the struggle to create a just society in the
post-slavery South. It is unique among the white-authored literary works of its time in presenting
Reconstruction through the eyes of emancipated slaves. As a leading Radical Republican, the author, Albion
W. Tourgée, played a key role in drafting a democratized Constitution for North Carolina after the Civil
War, and he served as a state superior court judge during Reconstruction. Tourgée worked closely with
African Americans and poor whites in the struggle to transform North Carolina’s racial and class politics. He
saw the ravages of the Ku Klux Klan firsthand, worked to bring the perpetrators of Klan atrocities to justice,
and fought against what he called the “counter-revolution” that destroyed Reconstruction.

Bricks Without Straw is Tourgée’s fictionalized account of how Reconstruction was sabotaged. It is a
chilling picture of violence against African Americans condoned, civil rights abrogated, constitutional
amendments subverted, and electoral fraud institutionalized. Its plot revolves around a group of North
Carolina freedpeople who strive to build new lives for themselves by buying land, marketing their own
crops, setting up a church and school, and voting for politicians sympathetic to their interests, until Klan
terrorism and the ascendancy of a white supremacist government reduce them to neo-slavery. This edition of
Bricks Without Straw is enhanced by Carolyn L. Karcher’s introduction, which sets the novel in historical
context and provides an overview of Albion W. Tourgée’s career, a chronology of the significant events of
both the Reconstruction era and Tourgée’s life, and explanatory notes identifying actual events fictionalized
in the novel.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Bravo:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Bricks Without Straw: A Novel.

Thomas Garcia:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Bricks Without Straw: A
Novel will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Charles Owens:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Bricks Without Straw: A Novel it is very good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Linda Bryant:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Bricks Without Straw: A Novel was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Bricks Without Straw: A Novel has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that
will.
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