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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Sociology - Religion, grade: 5 (Erasmus), which is
escellent, University of Wroclaw, course: Languages and Nations in East-Central Europe in the 21st Century,
8 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: If one concerns oneself in Polish and Eastern
European minorities and if one looks at the numbers of different minority groups, one group at the end of the
list catches ones eye: The Karaim, or Karaites. This minority group exists, depending on the source, of only
40-50 people. The name differs, in some sources they are called Karaim, in others Karaites. In the following
chapters I will call them Karaim, as I found out during my research, that they call themselves Karaim or in
Eastern Europe also Qaray. Moreover, Karaim is also closer to its origin, but more about this in one of the
following chapters. Polands Karaims had since centuries disliked to be called Karaites, as it meant "black
dog”. Very special is the Karaim's religion, Judaism as they are ethnically turks
Poland is a ethnically most homogenious state, which was not always so in Poland’ s history. Poles are with
99,3 % the Majority. The different Minorities in Poland are, according to the 2002 census: Among ethnic
groups Silesians and Germans are the largest minorities, 172.6 thousand of Polish citizens declare Silesian
national identity and 147.1 thousand, German. The third and the fourth linguistic minorities are, respectively,
Belorussians, 47.6 thousand, and Ukrainians, 27.2 thousand. The Gypsies appear in fifth position with 12.7
thousand. They are followed by the historical minorities which number from 5 to 10 thousand people:
Ruthenians/Lemkos- 5.8 thousand, Lithuanians – 5.6 thousand, and Kashbus – 5.1 thousand. Next there are
minor communities like Russians – 3.2 thousand, Slovaks (1.7 thousand), Jews (1.1 thousand), Tartars (0.5
thousand), Czechs (0.4 thousand), Armenians (0.3 thousand) and in last place the Karaim with only 50. At
this point I must add, that other sources mention other numbers. Some only 40, others 150.
Karaim Judaism is a Jewish denomination characterized by reliance on the Tanakh as the sole scripture, and
rejection of the Oral Law (the Mishnah and the Talmud) as halakha (Legally Binding, i.e. required religious
practice). The word Karaim comes from the Hebrew word ???????? (Q?raim), meaning "Readers (of
Scripture)". This name was chosen by the adherents of Karaim Judaism to distinguish themselves from the
adherents of Rabbinic Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Zimmerman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the guide untitled The smallest Polish minority - The Karaims can be great book to read. May be it could be
best activity to you.

Debra Davis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
smallest Polish minority - The Karaims the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
previous to. The The smallest Polish minority - The Karaims giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Fran Short:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. The smallest Polish minority - The Karaims can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Donnie Ned:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The smallest Polish
minority - The Karaims.
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