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From the author of Nureyev, the definitive biography of the celebrated Russian dancer, now comes the
astonishing and unknown story of Marie Duplessis, the courtesan who inspired Alexandre Dumas fils’s novel
and play La dame aux camélias, Giuseppe Verdi’s opera La Traviata, George Cukor’s film Camille, and
Frederick Ashton’s ballet Marguerite and Armand. Sarah Bernhardt, Eleonora Duse, Greta Garbo, Isabelle
Huppert, Maria Callas, Anna Netrebko, and Margot Fonteyn are just a few of the celebrated actors, singers,
and dancers who have portrayed her.

Drawing on new research, Julie Kavanagh brilliantly re-creates the short, intense, and passionate life of the
tall, pale, slender girl who at thirteen fled her brute of a father and Normandy to go to Paris, where she would
become one of the grand courtesans of the 1840s. France’s national treasure, Alexandre Dumas père, was
intrigued by her, his son became her lover, and Franz Liszt, too, fell under her spell. Quick to adapt an
aristocratic mien, with elegant clothes, a coach, and a grand apartment, she entertained a salon of dandies,
writers, and artists. Fascinating to both men and women, Marie, with her stylish outfits and signature
camellias, was always a subject of great interest at the opera or at the Café de Paris, where she sat at the table
of the director of the Paris Opéra, along with the director of the Théâtre Variétés, the infamous dancer Lola
Montez, and others. Her early death at age twenty-three from tuberculosis created an outpouring of
sympathy, noted by Charles Dickens, who wrote in February 1847: “For several days all questions political,
artistic, commercial have been abandoned by the papers. Everything is erased in the face of an incident
which is far more important, the romantic death of one of the glories of the demi-monde, the beautiful, the
famous Marie Duplessis.”   

      With The Girl Who Loved Camellias, Kavanagh has written a compelling and poignant life of a
nineteenth-century muse whose independent and modern spirit has timeless appeal.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Schwartz:

The knowledge that you get from The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The Life and Legend of Marie Duplessis
may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The
Life and Legend of Marie Duplessis giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this kind of The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The Life and Legend of Marie Duplessis instantly.

Lynda Alford:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The Life and Legend of Marie
Duplessis can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Annie Hiatt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The
Life and Legend of Marie Duplessis publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Girl
Who Loved Camellias: The Life and Legend of Marie Duplessis as good book not merely by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Terry Speller:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The
Life and Legend of Marie Duplessis to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study
it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Girl Who Loved Camellias: The Life and



Legend of Marie Duplessis can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of the time.
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