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To tens of thousands of volunteersin its first decade, the Peace Corps was “the toughest job you'll ever
love.” In the United States' popular imagination to this day, it isasymbol of selfless altruism and the most
successful program of John F. Kennedy’ s presidency. But in her provocative new cultura history of the
1960s Peace Corps, Molly Geiddl argues that the agency’ s representative development ventures also
legitimated the violent exercise of American power around the world and the destruction of indigenous ways
of life.

In the 1960s, the practice of development work, embodied by iconic Peace Corps volunteers, allowed U.S.
policy makers to manage global inequality while assuaging their own gendered anxieties about postwar
affluence. Geidel traces how modernization theorists used the Peace Corpsto craft the archetype of the
heroic development worker: aruggedly masculine figure who would inspire individual s and communities to
abandon traditional lifestyles and seek integration into the global capitalist system.

Drawing on origina archival and ethnographic research, Geidel analyzes how Peace Corps volunteers
struggled to apply these ideals. The book focuses on the case of Bolivia, where indigenous nationalist
movements dramatically expelled the Peace Corpsin 1971. She also shows how Peace Corps development
ideology shaped domestic and transnational social protest, including U.S. civil rights, black nationalist, and
antiwar movements.
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From reader reviews:
Tyrell Gutierrez:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are still students or the item for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Peace Corps Fantasies: How
Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American Studies). All type of book can you see on many
sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Maryann Car son:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many guestions above. They need to
answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Peace Corps
Fantasies. How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American Studies) to read.

Kimberly Gomez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Peace Corps
Fantasies. How Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American Studies) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jason Bradley:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Peace Corps Fantasies: How
Development Shaped the Global Sixties (Critical American Studies) can be the solution, oh how comes? The
new book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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