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In the early 1990s, Motorola, the legendary American technology company developed a revolutionary
satellite system called Iridium that promised to be its crowning achievement. Light years ahead of anything
previously put into space, and built on technology developed for Ronald Reagan’s “Star Wars,” Iridium’s
constellation of 66 satellites in polar orbit meant that no matter where you were on Earth, at least one
satellite was always overhead, and you could call Tibet from Fiji without a delay and without your call ever
touching a wire.

Iridium the satellite system was a mind-boggling technical accomplishment, surely the future of
communication. The only problem was that Iridium the company was a commercial disaster. Only months
after launching service, it was $11 billion in debt, burning through $100 million a month and crippled by
baroque rate plans and agreements that forced calls through Moscow, Beijing, Fucino, Italy, and elsewhere.
Bankruptcy was inevitable—the largest to that point in American history. And when no real buyers seemed
to materialize, it looked like Iridium would go down as just a “science experiment.”

That is, until Dan Colussy got a wild idea. Colussy, a former head of Pan-Am now retired and working on
his golf game in Palm Beach, heard about Motorola’s plans to “de-orbit” the system and decided he would
buy Iridium and somehow turn around one of the biggest blunders in the history of business.

In Eccentric Orbits, John Bloom masterfully traces the conception, development, and launching of Iridium
and Colussy’s tireless efforts to stop it from being destroyed, from meetings with his motley investor group,
to the Clinton White House, to the Pentagon, to the hunt for customers in special ops, shipping, aviation,
mining, search and rescue—anyone who would need a durable phone at the end of the Earth. Impeccably
researched and wonderfully told, Eccentric Orbits is a rollicking, unforgettable tale of technological
achievement, business failure, the military-industrial complex, and one of the greatest deals of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Carl Adams:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium
Story is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Aubrey Newsome:

This Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and also knowledge.

Lorretta Cox:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Eccentric Orbits: The Iridium Story was filled with regards to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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